l82           FAREWELL,   FRANCE!
Republic a mere question of form. With
bourgeois democracy there dies an epoch.
A chapter of history closes. An exhausted
civilisation expires. It is time to look out
for the things to come.
The end of parliament and democracy
meant the end of the political parties. It
also meant the end of the organised Labour
movement in its democratic forms.
The French Socialists had been funda-
mentally a democratic party. They had
been heirs to the great traditions of liberty
which the French bourgeoisie had inherited
from the Revolution; through the hands of
Jacobin radicals and bourgeois liberals these
had passed into the hands of the working
man. The inner organisation of the Party,
with proportional representation of minori-
ties assured from the local branch up to
the Party Executive, was democratic in the
extreme; indeed, it was democratic to the
extent of leaving too much room for dis-
cussions and dissensions, and sometimes
hampering effective action. But Right and
Left, majority and minority pro-war
Socialists and pacifists alike, the Socialist
Party had been deeply rooted in the soil of
the Republic. When democracy went down,
Social-Democracy went with it. French